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Project Details

Location: Castletroy, Limerick
Typology: Landscape, Public Space
Year: 2021 - ongoing

Area: 2 ha
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As part of a GoGreeRoutes project, Limerick City & County Council enabled this | Phase 3: Final

community led open space design based on Nature Based Solutions (NBS). Input & Design

Dr. Sarah O’Malley (Limerick City & County Council) guided the project from
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heard in Phase 1 ~ Wear appropriate
clothing & footwear.

Bring a shovel if you have one

challenges, identifying goals and developing the design with the help of
external consultants, specialist and designers.

Following initial workshops on design, challenges and visions resulting in an
outline design, further community based workshops fed into the project.

A community-led ‘Bio-Blitz"in spring 2023 enabled citizen scientists and
volunteers to evaluate the biodiversity on site and initiate measures for
enhancing it. The community recorded 148 different species in two hours
which were submitted to the National Biodiversity Data Centre.

A small native woodland was planted, mentored by An Choill Bheag, an
initiative of LEAF Ireland and the Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce.
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NBS were the guiding principle from the onset of the project and were imple-

mented in both physical form and action oriented.

Elements include:

- SUDS features such as rain gardens and swales

- Recycling of all parts of removed trees providing seating, ground cover for
paths and play areas, play equipment and sculptures

- Leaving the majority of the site for natural re-colonization by local flora

«  Minimizing imported materials

- Creating play opportunity through modeling of existing ground

- Re-using disposed elements from other parks

- Improving biodiversity by native woodland and hedge planting

- Community engagement and facilitating citizen scientists

- Local native flora and fauna artwork on the path labelled in English and Irish

Construction started in 2022, with the first phase being completed in 2023.
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Urban Foraging Forest g BALDRS including pollarded willows. Annual willow
Native woodland plants enriched with hazel, ; ) = ¥ 7\ harvest and basket weaving workshops to be
walnut, sweet chestnut and berries to provide . A ) | e encouraged and supported

a foraging ground for the community. Forestto : ] L

be surrounded by wildflower meadows. !

Community Orchard

Irish heritage variety fruit trees to be planted in
wildflower meadows, creating a community
managed orchard.
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Wooden Sculpture: el
Tree stump and large limbs of felled tree
carved into sculpture

P Community Field:
Community managed field patches /
__ allotments, nestled between winding paths
'\ and surrounded by wildflower meadows.
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Remodel the area to create interest and allow , v A ] \ s - ‘QCV = = = g P

for passive surveillance. Existing dead/dying
tree to be recycled into play equipment,
 seating, insect hotel and ground cover.
Allow mound to be partially re-colonised by
local wildflowers and create wetlands/swales
at low points and along path. Play equipment
—— created from salvaged trees to connect
mounds and create a wide variety of informal
play opportunities. Paths and ground around
\ play equipment to be covered with wood
\ ___ chipping from salvaged trees. A low mound
along the existing sport pitches and associated
fence planted with native woodland
plants/hedging will provide good screening.
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| Wooden Sculpture:

| Tree stump and large limbs of felled tree
| carved into sculpture

Community Orchard

Bio Retention / Wetland Areas ] % . Iri_sh heritage variety fruit trees to he plar]ted in
~ Existing willow scrub-land to be remodeled to N . wildflower meadows creating a community
\ incorporate shallow water retention areas / manzged-orchard,
| seasonal wetlands. A winding path/boardwalk
and viewing platforms incorporating
. information signage can be used to explore the
| area. Allow self seeding of wildflowers and
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